Hon . David F. Cargo, Governor
Office of the Governor
Santa Fe, New Me xico

Dear Governor Cargo :
An article in the February 22, 1968 New Mexican, in reference to
the proposed State Police Academy to be built in Santa Fe, reported
Chief Joe Black as stating that : " . .. five architectural firms,
three of them based in Sa nta Fe, have subm itted preliminary
sketches and plans for the complex .. . on speculation, at no cost
to the taxpaye rs."
To the best of our knoweldge, Chief Black's remarks were accurately re po rted. However, the Chie f' s words gave the impression tha t
free a rchitectural services were being rendered . The Santa Fe
Ch apter of the American Institute of Arch itects was upset by the
implications of the article. Architects cannot afford to do free
prelimina ry work. Competent work requires adequate pay, and
competent architectural services are not expensive. If preliminary
wo rk is required, it should be paid for, regardless of whether the
cont ract drawings are made by the same architect.
The Santa Fe Chapte r of the AI.A would like to be assu red that
those in control of pu blic funds, who are charged with procuring
architectura l services, are not permitted to request or use free
services. Free services, and (less directly ) the request for, and
expectation of them, are detrimental to : first, the taxpayers, who
cannot be assured of competently designed and constructed facilities
under such a system; second, the government, which can look
forward to extra charges for bringing facilit ies up to standard and
to possible criticism for pressure tactics; and th ird, the architects,
whom we believe are entitled to make a living, and who have
pride in their profession and want to do competent wo rk. No party
to a bui lding program ca n afford free architectural services.
We feel that th ru your office, you can make it clear to al l state
agencies that such procedures, unfortunately not uncommon, are
unfair, uneconom ical, and detrimental to all concerned. We
earnestly ask that you do so.

Sa nta Fe Chapte r, AI.A
by Richard S. Cla rk, A.I .A., President
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